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that were picking dropped oats from
tlio very feet of feeding horses.

Cherry sped through it nil, beside her-se- irnow with excitement and strain,only nnxlous to have tho great hands otthe clock drop more speedily from
mlnnto to minute, and so round out .the
terrible hour thnt Joined the old life tothe new. She was hurrying blindly rd

the docks of tho Lo, Angeles Llrre.
absorbed in her one whirling thought,
when somebody touched her arm, und
ft. !.?" terrifylngly unexpected and yet
ramiiitir, addressed her, and a hand whslaid on hor arm.
u..1!1 .,lte.r confusion she looked up. ItMartin who stopped liPr.hov a. few dreadful seconds a sort of

ertiffn tftlj.i Ptinp.ip nM.i u ...nM ,.,.,. - -.- - ....j' ,l BilU WUB M

.. vl co"cct her thoughts or to speak.. mo inosi casual words of greeting,
bho had been so full of her extraordi-nary errand that she was bewildered and
sick nt Its Interruption, her heart thun-
dered, her throat wns choked, and heruncea shook beneath her. Where waHane what was known how much hadno betrayed her thoughts Jumbled er

In a tangJo of horrified ques-
tioning.

Qn8Plng, trying to smile, sho lookedUp nt him. Ulhltn tlm farr.t nlnn. wkl.loil
obout liH r' .nnd Pulses drummed In her"', t'o nau automatically given hlmher hand: now he kissed her.

Il?Vs c.herry, whore you going?" forthe third time.
"I camo Into town to s'lop," she fal-

tered.
i ."?u,.what7" S1'e had not really been
Intelligible, nnd she felt it, with a pang
or rrlght. Ho must not suspect the
fltenmer wn, there, only a short blockaway; Peter might pass them; a chance
word might be fatal ho must not sus-
pect

"I'm shopping!" sho said distinctly,
with dry lips. And she managed to
smile.

"Well," Martin said, smiling in turn,"surprised to see mc?"
"Oh, Martin " Bald her flut-

tered voice. Kven In the utter panlo of
heart and soul she knew that for safety's
sake she must find hlB vanity.

'I in going to tell you something that
wilt surprise you." he said. "I'm through
with the lied Creek people 1"

"Martin!" Cherry enunciated, almoBt
volcelessly.

"You remember I wrote you that they
fired Mason, and that I was doing his
work nnd mine, too?"

"I I remember!" Cherry, seized by
deadly nausea and chill, looked from a
llower vender to a newsboy, looked at
the cars, tho people sho must not faint
Sho must not faint,

"Well but where are you going?"
Home?"

"I was going to the dentist a minute,
but It's not Important." They had
turned and wero walking across to tho
ferry. Sho know that there was no way
In which she might escapo him. "What
did you say?" she said.

"1 nBked you when the next boat left
for Mill Valley?" ,

"Wo can go find out." Cherry s
thoughts wero spinning. Sho must warn
Peter somehow. It was twenty minutes
of 11 bv the forrv clock. Twenty min
utes of 11. In twenty minutes tho boat
would sail. She thought desperately oi
the women's waitlnir room unBtalrs: she
might plead tho necessity of telephoning
rrom It. uut it nau one uoor, anu mar-
tin would wait at that door. The glow
of meeting had already faded from his
face, but ho was loitering by her side,
nultn as n matter of course.

Suddenly she realized that her only
hope of warning Peter was to send a
messenger. But If Martin should chance
to connect her neighborhood with tne
boat, when he met her, nnd her sending
of a messago to reter here

"I think there's n boat nt 11 some
thing," she said, collectedly. "Suppose
you go and find out?"

She glanced toward the entrance of
tho sauBailto waiting-roo- a nunarcu
ynrds away, and a mad hopo leaped In
her heart. If he turned his back on
her

"What are you going to do?" he asked,
somewhat surDrlsed.

'I ought to telephone Allx!" Her
despair lent her wit. If he went to tho
ticket olflce. and she into a telephone
booth, she might escape him yet! While
ho dawdled here, minutes were flying,
and Peter was watching every car and
every passerby, torn wth the same agony
thnt was tearing hor. "If you'll go find
out the exact tlmo nnd get tickets," Bhe
said, "I'll telephone Allx."

Tickets?" he echoed, with all Mar
tin's old, maddening slowncbs. "Haven't
you got a roturn ticket?"

"I have mileage!" sho blundered.
'Oh, then I'll use .your mileage!"

Martin said. "Telephone," he added
nodding toward r row tor booths, "no
hurrv! we've irot nlles of tlmo!"

She remembered thai he liked a mas
culine assumption of easiness where all
trains, tlcketR. rallioad connections and
trnnslt business of any sort wero con
cerned. Ho liked to loiter olnborntelv
whllo other people wero running, liked
to pull out hit. big watch and assure her
that they had all the time In tho world
Sho tried to call a number, left the
booth, paid u staring girl, and rejoined
him

"Busy!" she reported. ' i

"I was Just thinking," Martin said
"that wo might stay In town and go
to the Orpheum; how nuout it? Do we
havo to havo Peter nnd Allx?"

Cherry Hurlied, nngered again. In the
way, under all her

fright and stir. Her voice had Its old
bored note.

"Well, Martin. I've- - been their guest
for two months!"

"I'd Just ah toon have them !" Martin
conceded. Indlffeiently.

But the illerted thought had helped
Cherry, lrrltntlon had nerved her, nnd
the reminder of Martin's old, try
ing stupidities had lessened her feai of
hlm

"I've got to send n telegram for
Allx." Bho said

"What nbout?" he asked, less curious
than

"Uood-b- y to somo pcoplo who are sail-
ing!" Cherry nnaweiod, calmly. "Onh
don't mention It to Allx. because I

promised It would go eailler'" bIio
added,

'I saw the office back here," he told
her. They went to It together, nnd ho
was within livo leet oi ner wnne sue
scrlbblod her note.

"Martin met me. Nothing wrong
Wn are returning to Mill Valley. C. I '

She glanced at her husband; he was
standing In the doorway of tho little
ofllce, smoking. Quickly she addressed
the envelope. "Don't read that nnnio
out loud," she said, softly but very
slowly and distinctly, to the glrj at the
loMir Hlm nut a cold nleca down on tha
noto. "Keep tho change, and for God's
sake get thnt to tho iiarvuru, hciiuhk
from Dock 07, before 11!" Bhe said

The girl,, who had been penciling '

large "10:40" on the envelope, looked
up In surprise ; but rose Immediately to
the occasion. Cherry's benuty, her
agonized oyes nnd voice, were enough
to awaken her sense of tho dramatic
A. sharp rap of the clerk'H pencil sum-

moned a boy ...,
.'rcj.m-rr- tliAi-A'- a n dollar In

you If you dollver It before 11 to the
Harvard I" said sue. 'tne ooy wm

stuck it In his hat, and lied
'And now for the boat I" Cherry said

rejoining Martin, and speaking in al-

most her natural' voice. They went back
to the Sausallto ferry entrance 'n

.i i.i.. .imn tainnhnnml Allx in leal
earnest, and presently found themselves
on the upper deck of the boat, bound
'Or,.!1?. Ya W- - ,., , nni niBhea of
termor VtlllV'sheluid ben, absorbed ,,

the hideous necessity of decelv tig. of
covering her own traces, of anticipating

ofand closing possible avenue; i

Tint now Cherry ureame
easily, and to feel rising about her,

Rke a 'the conscious.
wi m uub mi ...ness of her re atlpnsni

In the bolulv cneciieu nun .""".v "'
ting beside her. Sho had thought to es-

cape the necessity of telling him that
. .... ,uinin tn return to him Bile

had been wrapped In dreams so Kient

hisdarSrren.nrhad;bee a

nothing to her. But biiu naa mi i

She" had It to face Immediately too

She knew that every hour of Postpone- -

ment would cost ner irran nuiuiiwi "
dllllcultles, He did not love hor

but he was quietly taking her for grant
rd naaln. and until she could summon

to to hlm with utcr
ami finality, lio would 'of

couwc'alm hts position as her husband.
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